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LAW OFFICE OF J. BLACKNELL 
Kellen Davis (CA BAR #326672) 
12071 Jefferson Blvd. 
Culver City, CA 90230 
T.: (310)469-9117; F.: (310)388-3765 
Attorneys for Anthony Willoughby, II 
 
 

IN THE UNITIED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 

DJCBP Corporation DBA Tier One 
Consulting, a California Corporation 
and David Ju, an individual,  
 
Plaintiffs, 
 
     vs. 
 
CITY OF BALDWIN PARK, a 
municipality; ROBERT NACIONALES-
TAFOYA, an individual; ANTHONY 
WILLOUGHBY, II, an individual; 
RICARDO PACHECO, an individual; 
ISAAC GALVAN, an individual; 
MANUEL LOZANO, an individual; 
LOURDES MORALES, an individual 
and Does 1-50,  
 
Defendants. 
 
 
ANTHONY WILLOUGHBY, II, an 
individual,  
 
Cross-Complainant, 
 
     vs. 
 
DJCBP Corporation DBA Tier One 
Consulting, a California Corporation 

Case No.: 2:23-cv-00384 
 
 
 
DEFENDANT ANTHONY 
WILLOUGHBY II’S CROSS-
COMPLAINT FOR: 
 

1) BREACH OF CONTRACT; 
2) BREACH OF COVENANT OF 

GOOD FAITH AND FAIR 
DEALING; 

3) FRAUD IN THE 
INDUCEMENT OF 
CONTRACT; AND 

4) UNJUST ENRICHMENT 
 
Action Filed: January 18, 2023 
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and David Ju, an individual and Roes 1-
50,  
 
Cross-Defendants. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Cross-Complainant Anthony W. Willoughby II (“Willoughby”) is an individual 

residing in Los Angeles County. 

2. Cross-Defendant DJCBP Corporation DBA Tier One Consulting (“DJCBP”) is 

a California corporation doing business in Los Angeles County. 

3. Cross-Defendant David Ju (“Ju”) is an individual doing business in Los 

Angeles County. 

4. Willoughby is informed, believes, and thereon alleges, that Cross-Defendant 

Ju is the alter ego of DJCBP in that he wholly controls and manipulates 

DJCBP, its business affairs, its money, and that at all times herein 

mentioned, DJCBP, was and is a mere shell, instrumentally, and conduit 

through which Ju carried on business, exercising control and dominance of 

such businesses to such an extent that any separateness between Ju on the 

one hand, and DJCBP, on the other hand, does not, and at all relevant times, 

did not exist. 

5. Willoughby is ignorant of the true names and capacities of Cross-Defendants 

sued herein as ROES 1-10, inclusive, and therefore sues said Cross-

Defendants by such fictitious names. Willoughby will amend his Cross-

Complaint to allege their true names and capacities when ascertained.  

6. Willoughby is informed and believes, and based thereon alleges, that each of 

these fictitiously named Cross-Defendants participated or acted in concert 

with Cross-Defendants and is/are responsible in some manner for the acts, 

occurrences and/or omissions alleged herein and has thereby proximately 
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caused damages to Willoughby and is liable by reason of the facts alleged 

herein. 

7. At all times herein mentioned, each and every defendant herein was the 

agent, servant, employee, partner, or joiner of ventures of the other 

defendants herein; that at all said times, each of said defendants was acting 

within the course and scope of said agency, service, employment, partnership, 

and joint venture. 

FIRST CLAIM 

BREACH OF CONTRACT 

(All Cross-Defendants) 

8. Willoughby incorporates paragraphs 1 through 6, inclusive, by reference as 

though set forth in full herein. 

9. On May 22, 2017, Tier 1 Consulting & Advocacy LLC (“Tier 1”) entered into 

an employment contract with Willoughby. 

10. At the time of the contract, Tier 1 was owned by Anthony Willoughby, the 

father of Willoughby. 

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit A, and incorporated herein by reference as 

through fully set forth, is a true and correct copy of the employment 

agreement between Tier 1 Consulting & Advocacy LLC and Willoughby. 

12. On or about November 30, 2017, and pursuant to his duties under the 

employment contract with Tier 1, Willoughby signed for an application to the 

City of Baldwin Park (“City”) for Tier 1 to obtain a commercial cannabis 

license. 

13. In or around July of 2018, City issued a license to Tier 1 in the name of 

Willoughby. 

14. In October of 2018, Willoughby was informed that Tier 1 was to be sold. 

15. In assisting with the sale of Tier 1, Willoughby executed a sale agreement 

disclaiming any ownership interest Willoughby may have in Tier 1. 
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16. Willoughby is informed and believes and thereon alleges that Tier 1 was sold, 

in its entirety, to Cross-Defendant David Ju. 

17. Willoughby performed all obligations under his employment contract with 

Tier 1. 

18. Tier 1 terminated Willoughby as an employee on or before December 31, 

2018. 

19. Willoughby is informed and believes and thereon alleges that Cross-

Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP are the successors, 

assigns, and/or owners of Tier 1. 

20. Pursuant to the terms of Willoughby’s employment contract with Tier 1, 

Willoughby is entitled to indemnity and to be held harmless from all liability 

in United States District Court, for the Central District of California, Case 

No.: 2:23-cv-00384 which stems from any act that occurred as a result of 

Willoughby’s employment with Tier 1. 

21. Further, Willoughby is entitled to the payment of up to $1,000,000.00 (One 

Million Dollars) in damages based on the accusations of criminal conduct 

made by Cross-Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP in United 

States District Court, for the Central District of California, Case No.: 2:23-cv-

00384. 

22. Tier 1, by and through its successors, assigns, and/or owners Cross-

Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, has breached its contract 

to Willoughby by failing to indemnify and hold Willoughby harmless from all 

liability in United States District Court, for the Central District of California, 

Case No.: 2:23-cv-00384 which stems from any act that occurred as a result of 

Willoughby’s employment with Tier 1. 

23. Tier 1, by and through its successors, assigns, and/or owners Cross-

Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, has breached its contract 

to Willoughby by failing to pay Willoughby the sum of $1,000,000.00 (One 
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Million Dollars) in damages based on the accusations of criminal conduct 

made by Cross-Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP in United 

States District Court, for the Central District of California, Case No.: 2:23-cv-

00384. 

24. As a result of the foregoing conduct, Willoughby was harmed. Willoughby has 

been forced to pay for his own legal representation and has not been paid the 

sum of $1,000,000.00 (One Million Dollars) as required under the contract. 

25. The conduct of Cross-Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP was a 

substantial factor in causing Willoughby’s harm. 

SECOND CLAIM 

BREACH OF COVENANT OF GOOD FAITH AND FAIR DEALING 

(All Cross-Defendants) 

26. Willoughby incorporates paragraphs 1 through 25, inclusive, by reference as 

though set forth in full herein. 

27. Each contract contains a covenant of good faith and fair dealing that imposes 

on each party to the contract, a duty to refrain from doing anything which 

would render performance of the contract impossible by any act of his/its own. 

Additionally, the covenant imposes a duty on each party to a contract to do 

everything that a contract presupposes each party will do to accomplish its 

purpose. 

28. On May 22, 2017, Tier 1 Consulting & Advocacy LLC (“Tier 1”) entered into 

an employment contract with Willoughby. 

29. Willoughby is informed and believes and thereon alleges that Cross-

Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP are the successors, 

assigns, and/or owners of Tier 1. 

30. Cross-Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP continued to use the 

license obtained for Tier 1 by Willoughby. 
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31. Cross-Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP have caused United 

States District Court, for the Central District of California, Case No.: 2:23-cv-

00384 to be filed against Willoughby. 

32. By bringing the action against Willoughby based on the work performed 

during his employment at Tier 1, Cross-Defendant David Ju and Cross-

Defendant DJCBP have not acted fairly or in good faith. 

33. By refusing to remit payments due to Willoughby and refusing to 

communicate with Willoughby, Cross-Defendant David Ju and Cross-

Defendant DJCBP have not acted fairly or in good faith. 

34. By simultaneously using the work products of Willoughby’s employment with 

Tier 1 and denying Willoughby the protections thereof, Cross-Defendant 

David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP have breached their covenant of good 

faith and fair dealing. 

35. As a direct and proximate result of the conduct of Cross-Defendant David Ju 

and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, Willoughby has been damaged in the minimum 

amount of the benefit of the contract, at least but according to proof at trial. 

THIRD CLAIM 

FRAUD IN THE INDUCEMENT OF CONTRACT 

(All Cross-Defendants) 

36. Willoughby incorporates paragraphs 1 through 35, inclusive, by reference as 

though set forth in full herein. 

37. On May 22, 2017, Tier 1 Consulting & Advocacy LLC (“Tier 1”) entered into 

an employment contract with Willoughby. 

38. Willoughby would not have entered into the contract with Tier 1 but for the 

protections outlined therein for indemnity and payment for reputational 

damages. 

// 

// 
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39. Willoughby is informed and believes and thereon alleges that Cross-

Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP are the successors, 

assigns, and/or owners of Tier 1. 

40. Tier 1, through its successors, assigns, and/or owners Cross-Defendant David 

Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, knew or reasonable should have known that 

it did not intend to honor the promise for indemnity and payment for 

reputational damages. 

41. Tier 1, through its successors, assigns, and/or owners Cross-Defendant David 

Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, knew or reasonable should have known that 

it would not perform on its obligations to Willoughby.  

42. Tier 1, through its successors, assigns, and/or owners Cross-Defendant David 

Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, knew or reasonable should have known that 

the representations made to Willoughby to induce Willoughby to come into 

the employment of Tier 1 were false, misleading, or otherwise concealed the 

truth of Tier 1’s unwillingness to perform on the contract. 

43. Tier 1’s conduct, through its successors, assigns, and/or owners Cross-

Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, were willful and malicious 

fraud in the inducement of contract which caused Willoughby damages. 

44. As a direct and proximate result of the conduct of Cross-Defendant David Ju 

and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, Willoughby has been damaged in the minimum 

amount of the benefit of the contract, at least but according to proof at trial. 

FOURTH CLAIM 

UNJUST ENRICHMENT 

(All Cross-Defendants) 

45. Willoughby incorporates paragraphs 1 through 44, inclusive, by reference as 

though set forth in full herein. 

46. On May 22, 2017, Tier 1 Consulting & Advocacy LLC (“Tier 1”) entered into 

an employment contract with Willoughby. 
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47. On or about November 30, 2017, and pursuant to his duties under the 

employment contract with Tier 1, Willoughby signed for an application to the 

City of Baldwin Park (“City”) for Tier 1 to obtain a commercial cannabis 

license. 

48. In or around July of 2018, City issued a license to Tier 1 in the name of 

Willoughby. 

49. Willoughby is informed and believes and thereon alleges that Tier 1 was sold, 

in its entirety, to Cross-Defendant David Ju. 

50. Willoughby performed all obligations under his employment contract with 

Tier 1. 

51. Tier 1 terminated Willoughby as an employee on or before December 31, 

2018. 

52. Willoughby is informed and believes and thereon alleges that Cross-

Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP are the successors, 

assigns, and/or owners of Tier 1. 

53. Cross-Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP continued to use the 

license obtained for Tier 1 by Willoughby. 

54. Willoughby is informed and believes and alleges thereon that Cross-

Defendant David Ju and Cross-Defendant DJCBP are receiving all of the 

benefits of Willoughby’s work product for Tier 1 without providing 

Willoughby the benefits due to him under the Contract. 

55. As a direct and proximate result of the conduct of Cross-Defendant David Ju 

and Cross-Defendant DJCBP, Willoughby has been damaged in the minimum 

amount of the benefit of the contract, at least but according to proof at trial. 

// 

// 

// 

// 
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 Wherefore, Willoughby prays for damages against all Cross-Defendants as 

follows: 

 
1. For general damages in an amount according to proof with applicable 

interest; 
 

2. For special damages in an amount according to proof with applicable interest; 
 

3. For exemplary and punitive damages; 
 

4. Pre-judgment interest; 
 

5. Attorneys’ fees and costs with interest thereon; and  
 

6. Any other relief the Court considers just and proper. 
 

 

Dated: March 29, 2024     LAW OFFICE OF J. BLACKNELL 

 

____________________________ 

        Kellen Davis 

        Attorney for Defendant 

        Anthony Willoughby, II  
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EXHIBIT A 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I am over the age of 18 and not a party to action. My business address is: 
12071 W. Jefferson Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90230. My email address is 
kellen@fight4justice.com. A true and correct copy of the foregoing document entitled 
DEFENDANT ANTHONY WILLOUGHBY II’S CROSS-COMPLAINT FOR: (1) 
BREACH OF CONTRACT; (2) BREACH OF COVENANT OF GOOD FAITH AND 
FAIR DEALING; (3) FRAUD IN THE INDUCEMENT OF CONTRACT; AND (4) 
UNJUST ENRICHMENT will be served via the Court’s CM/ECF system on the 
following individuals: 
 
Jesus Hinojosa  
hinojosa@sylvalawcorp.com  
 
Shawna Shahnaz Nazari  
snazari@ssnlegal.com  
 
Martha E Romero  
romero@sylvalawcorp.com  
 
Julia E Sylva  
sylva@sylvalawcorp.com; hinojosa@sylvalawcorp.com  
 
David G Torres-Siegrist  
dgts@icloud.com; snazari@ssnlegal.com 
 
In addition, a copy will be mailed via FIRST CLASS MAIL to: 
Judge Christina A. Snyder 
United States Courthouse 
350 W. First Street, 
Clerk's Office on the 4th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed 
on this 29th day of March 2024, at Signal Hill, California. 
 

Dated: March 29, 2024    LAW OFFICE OF J. BLACKNELL 

 

     
       __________________________ 
       Kellen Davis 
       Attorney for Anthony Willoughby, II 
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