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4930-6926-0081 v1  2 Case No. 24cv1348 RSH DDL 
DECLARATION OF ALENA SHAMOS IN SUPPORT OF  

DEFENDANT CITY OF CHULA VISTA’S MOTION TO DISMISS SECOND AMENDED COMPLAINT 
 

BURKE, WILLIAMS & 
SORENSEN, LLP 
ATTO RN EY S  A T  LA W  

SA N  DIEG O  

DECLARATION OF ALENA SHAMOS 

I, Alena Shamos, declare as follows: 

1. I am a partner with Burke, Williams & Sorensen, LLP, attorneys of 

record for Defendants City of Chula Vista (“City”) and City Manager, Maria V. 

Kachadoorian (erroneously sued as Mary V.  Kachadoorian) (jointly “City 

Defendants”). 

2.  I am also attorney of record for the City in San Diego Superior Court, 

Case No. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL. I have personal knowledge of the facts 

set forth herein.  If called as a witness, I could and would competently testify to the 

matters stated herein.    

3. Attached hereto and incorporated as Exhibit I is a true and correct 

copy of the Declaration of Sarah Schoen in Support of the City of Chula Vista’s 

Return on the Writ, dated September 29, 2023, and filed October 23, 2023 in San 

Diego Superior Court, Case No. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL. The pleading 

was originally filed with the Return on the Writ on October 2, 2023, but was 

rejected and had to be refiled October 23, 2023 due to an OCR error.  I obtained a 

copy of Exhibit I from my files as counsel of record for Defendant in that litigation.   

4. Attached hereto and incorporated as Exhibit J is true and correct copy 

of Declaration of Tiffany Allen in Support of the City of Chula Vista’s Return on 

the Writ, dated September 29, 2023, and filed October 23, 2023 in San Diego 

Superior Court, Case No. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL. The pleading was 

originally filed with the Return on the Writ on October 2, 2023, but was rejected and 

had to be refiled October 23, 2023 due to an OCR error. I obtained a copy of Exhibit 

J from my files as counsel of record for Defendant in that litigation.   

5. Attached hereto and incorporated as Exhibit K is the Case information 

and Register of Actions for San Diego Superior Court, Case No. 37-2020-

00033446-CU-MC-CTL. I downloaded Exhibit K on April 3, 2025 from the San  

/ / / 
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BURKE, WILLIAMS & 
SORENSEN, LLP 
ATTO RN EY S  A T  LA W  

SA N  DIEG O  

Diego Superior Court webpage https://odyroa.sdcourt.ca.gov/Cases and highlighted 

the relevant sections in yellow for the Court’s reference.  

6. Attached hereto and incorporated as Exhibit L is a true and correct 

copy of CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown’s Government Claim, dated October 

13, 2023, and stamped received by the City of Chula Vista October 17, 2023. I 

obtained a copy of Exhibit L from the City.  

7. Exhibits I through K are publicly available on the San Diego Superior 

Court’s webpage at https://odyroa.sdcourt.ca.gov/Cases. Exhibits K and L are also 

a public government records.  

8. This motion is made following a meet and confer conference with Mr. 

Demian, which took place at 4:00 p.m. on April 8, 2025. The parties could not reach 

an agreement regarding the operative pleadings, resulting in the need for the instant 

motion. However, the parties agreed to extended page lengths to allow the City 

Defendants to file a joint motion, and the Court entered an order approving the same 

on April 11, 2025. (Dkt. 23.) 

9.  I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States 

of America that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Executed on this 16th day of April, 2025, at San Diego, California. 

       
 Alena Shamos 
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Exhibit Description 

I 

Declaration of Sarah Schoen in Support of the City of Chula 
Vista’s Return on the Writ, dated September 29, 2023, filed 
October 23, 2023 in San Diego Superior Court,  
Case No. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL 

J 

 Declaration of Tiffany Allen in Support of the City of Chula 
Vista’s Return on the Writ, dated September 29, 2023, filed 
October 23, 2023 in San Diego Superior Court,  
Case No. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL 

K 

Case information and Register of Actions for San Diego 
Superior Court, Case No. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL, 
downloaded April 3, 2025 

L 

 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown’s Government 
Claim, dated October 13, 2023, and stamped received by the 
City of Chula Vista October 17, 2023 
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Exhibit I 
Declaration of Sarah Schoen ISO City of Chula Vista’s 

Return on Writ filed October 23, 2023 
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From: Sarah Schoen
To: "laurawsinton@gmail.com"
Cc: Alena Shamos; David S. Demian
Subject: Notice of Decision - Commercial Cannabis Business Applications 9/29/2023
Date: Friday, September 29, 2023 3:40:58 PM
Attachments: CV Amalgamted NOD Letter 9-29-23.pdf

Dear CV Amalgamated LLC,
 
Please see the attached correspondence dated September 29, 2023 Re: Notice of Decision –
Commercial Cannabis Business Applications.
 
 
Thank you.
 
Sarah Schoen
Finance Director
City of Chula Vista
Phone: 619-409-3818
Email: sschoen@chulavistaca.gov
 

5
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323136 3  

 

276 Fourth Avenue, Bldg. A, Chula Vista, CA 91910       www.chulavistaca.gov       (619) 691-5250       fax (619) 585-5685 

 
 
September 29, 2023 
 
 
CV Amalgamated LLC 
c/o Laura Wilkinson Sinton 
44 Mardi Gras Court  
Coronado, CA 92118. 
laurawsinton@gmail.com 
 
Re: Notice of Decision – Commercial Cannabis Business Applications  
CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown (Submitter IDs: 57019, 57035, & 57036) – Storefront Retailer  
 
Dear CV Amalgamated LLC, 
 
You have submitted applications to the City of Chula Vista (“City”) seeking a license to operate a 
commercial retail cannabis business in the City of Chula Vista pursuant to Chula Vista Municipal Code 
(“CVMC”) Chapter 5.19.   
 
In accordance with CV Amalgamated LLC v. City of Chula Vista (2022) 82 Cal.App.5th 265, the 
Judgment issued on June 2, 2023 and the Writ issued August 2, 2023 in San Diego Superior Court Case 
No. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL, the City notified you on August 7, 2023 that you were deemed 
qualified to proceed to Phase Two and your Phase One applications would be rescored in their entirety. 
The City further notified you that the Notice of Decision issued August 21, 2020, was rescinded and that 
a Notice of Decision would be issued by October 2, 2023.  
 
Your Phase One applications have been rescored in their entirety without regard to formatting or 
organization. There are no other Storefront Retailer Commercial Cannabis Business Applications 
pending in the City.  You were therefore the highest initially scored applicant and you underwent an 
interview on September 18, 2023 to further assess each scored category. (Cannabis Regs § 501 (N)(1).) 
Your final scores, including interview scores, are attached.   
 
This letter advises you that your applications have been rejected in accordance with the City’s laws and 
regulations because the maximum allowed number of storefront commercial retail cannabis licenses for 
Council Districts 1, 3, and 4 have been issued, and there are no available storefront cannabis retail 
licenses in those Districts. (CVMC § 5.19.040(A), (E); Cannabis Regs § 501(N).)   
 
  

6

CllYOF 
CHUIA VISTA Finance Department 
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CV Amalgamated LLC 
September 29, 2023 
Page 2 

 

323136 3  
276 Fourth Avenue, Bldg. A, Chula Vista, CA 91910       www.chulavistaca.gov       (619) 691-5250       fax (619) 585-5685 

The effective date of this decision is September 29, 2023.  Please be advised that pursuant to CVMC § 
5.19.050(A)(6), the applicant has the right to appeal this decision to the City Manager.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sarah Schoen  
Finance Director  
 
Attachment: Commercial Cannabis Retail Application & Interview Score 
 
cc:   David Demian, Esq.  
 Alena Shamos, Esq. 
 

7
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Id Business Name District
License 

Type
Total Points 

Possible
Total Points 

Awarded
57036 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 1 Retail 500 400
57019 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 3 Retail 500 400
57035 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 4 Retail 500 400

Id Business Name District
License 

Type
Total Points 

Possible
Total Points 

Awarded
57036 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 1 Retail 500 475
57019 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 3 Retail 500 475
57035 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 4 Retail 500 475

Id Business Name District
License 

Type
Total Points 

Possible
Total Points 

Awarded
57036 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 1 Retail 1000 875
57019 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 3 Retail 1000 875
57035 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 4 Retail 1000 875

Commercial Cannabis Retail Application & Interview Score

CITY OF CHULA VISTA
Commercial Cannabis Retail Application Score
Amended CV Amalgamated LLC - August 2023

Commercial Cannabis Retail Interview Score

8
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CllYOF 
CHUIAVISTA 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
CANNABIS BUSINESS LICENSE CERTIFICATE 

EXPIRES 10/13/2023 

Cannabis Business License#: CB21-0003 

License Type: Storefront Retailer 

Business Name: Harvest of Chula Vista, LLC 

Doing Business As: Trulieve 

Address: 1214 BROADWAY 

Original License Issued: 10/13/2022 

CV Business License#: 094431 

State License Activity#: C10-0001062-LIC 

Lo 
Date: /C) / 13 / Z02'2 

B Enforcement Manager 

POSTING: This Certificate shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. 
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13

CllYOF 
CHUIAVISTA 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
CANNABIS BUSINESS LICENSE CERTIFICATE 

EXPIRES 04/14/2024 

Cannabis Business License#: CB21-0006 

License Type: Storefront Retailer 

Business Name: Southern Erudite Ventures 

Doing Business As: HerbNJoy 

Address: 1891 NIRVANA AV, #300 

Original License Issued: 04/14/2023 

CV Business License#: 008161 

State License Activity#: C10-0001048-LIC 

Date: 
Lo 
Bu e Enforcement Manager 

POSTING: This Certificate shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. 
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15

QJ'YOF 
CHULA VISTA 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
CANNABIS BUSINESS LICENSE CERTIFICATE 

EXPIRES 09/24/2024 

Cannabis Business Ucense #: CB22-0003-23 

License Type: Storefront Retailer 

Business Name: March and Ash Nirvana, Inc. 

Doing Business As: March and Ash 

Address: 684 TELEGRAPH CANYON RD 

Original License Issued: 09/2412021 

CV Business U cense #: 092501 

State Ucense Activity#: Cl0-0000887-UC 

Date: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Brian Catacutan 
Code Enforcement Manager 

POSTING: This Certificate shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. 

Case 3:24-cv-01348-RSH-DDL     Document 26-3     Filed 04/16/25     PageID.504     Page
20 of 87





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit J 
Declaration of Tiffany Allen ISO City of Chula Vista’s 

Return on Writ filed October 23, 2023 
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Exempt from Filing Fees 
Government Code § 6103 

ALENA SHAMOS, State Bar No. 216548 
AShamos@chwlaw.us 
MATTHEW C. SLENTZ, State Bar No. 285143 
MSlentz@chwlaw.us 
COLANTUONO, HIGHSMITH & WHATLEY, PC 
440 Stevens Avenue, Suite 200 
Solana Beach, California 92075 
Telephone: (858) 682-3665 
 
Attorneys for Defendant/Respondent 
CITY OF CHULA VISTA  
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, CENTRAL COURTHOUSE 

CV AMALGAMATED dba CALIGROWN, 
 
 Plaintiff/Petitioner, 
 
v. 
 
CITY OF CHULA VISTA, 
 
 Defendant/Respondent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASE NO. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL  
Unlimited Jurisdiction 
 
(Case assigned to Hon. James A. Mangione, 
Department C-75) 
 
DECLARATION OF TIFFANY ALLEN IN 
SUPPORT OF CITY OF CHULA VISTA’S 
RETURN ON WRIT 
 
Complaint Filed:  September 22, 2020 
Judgment Entered:  June 2, 2023 
Writ Entered:  August 2, 2023 
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DECLARATION OF TIFFANY ALLEN 

I, TIFFANY ALLEN, declare: 

1. I am the Assistant City Manager for the City of Chula Vista. I personally know of the 

matters set forth herein, and if called upon as a witness, I could competently testify thereto.   

2. On August 7, 2023, following receipt of the Notice of Entry of the Judgment and Writ 

in the above entitled action, I issued CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown (“CVA”) a letter 

advising that, consistent with the holding in CV Amalgamated LLC v. City of Chula Vista (2022) 82 

Cal.App.5th 265 and the Judgment issued June 2, 2023 and Writ issued August 2, 2023 in San Diego 

Superior Court Case No. 37-2020-00033446-CU-MC-CTL, CVA’s storefront retail commercial 

cannabis business applications (Submitter IDs: 57019, 57035, & 57036) were deemed qualified to 

proceed to Phase Two and would be rescored in their entirety. I further advised that the City’s 

August 21, 2020 rejections of CV Amalgamated’s applications were rescinded, and that the City 

would complete the rescoring process and issue a further Notice of Decision by October 2, 2023.  

3. At my direction, my Executive Assistant Natalie Flores sent the August 7, 2023, letter 

via email and certified mail to the address CVA previously provided to the City.  A true and correct 

copy of my August 7, 2023 email to Laura Wilkinson Sinton, and the enclosed August 7, 2023 letter 

to CVA, are attached hereto as Exhibit D. In addition, as set forth in the Declaration of Alena 

Shamos, Ms. Shamos sent a copy of the letter to CVA’s attorney, David Demian, via email that same 

day.  

4. Shortly after the August 7, 2023 letter was sent, Ms. Wilkinson Sinton, CVA’s 

principal, contacted my Executive Assistant and notified her of CVA’s change of address. 

Accordingly, I directed my Assistant to resend the letter to the corrected address that Ms. Wilkinson 

Sinton provided. Ms. Wilkinson Sinton also asked that her Counsel, Mr. Demian, be copied on all 

such future correspondence.    

5. Thereafter, I received two separate messages from Ms. Wilkinson Sinton asking for a 

telephone call to discuss the scoring. As set forth in the accompanying declaration of Alena Shamos, 

on August 11, 2023, Ms. Shamos sent CVA’s Attorney Mr. Demian an email asking that all 

communications be conducted in writing with a copy to counsel due to the pending litigation. See 
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Exhibit E below.  

6. On August 29, 2023, I received another voicemail message from Ms. Wilkinson 

Sinton regarding CVA’s application scoring. On August 30, 2023 I also received an email from Ms. 

Wilkinson Sinton, on which she copied the City Council and her attorney but did not copy Ms. 

Shamos. The email is dated August 29, but due to a typo in my email address I received it the 

following day. Ms. Wilkinson Sinton attached to that email a letter dated August 22, 2023 from 

CVA’s Counsel, Mr. Demian, to Ms. Shamos, stating among other things that Ms. Wilkinson Sinton 

would not comply with the City’s request to communicate in writing because Ms. Wilkinson Sinton 

contended that request was unfair to CVA.  Mr. Demian’s letter enclosed Ms. Shamos’ August 11, 

2023, email mentioned above.  A true and correct copy of Ms. Wilkinson Sinton’s email dated 

August 29, 2023, and the enclosed August 22, 2023 letter from Mr. Demian, are is attached hereto as 

Exhibit E.   

7. On August 30, 2023, I responded to Ms. Wilkinson Sinton, advising her that the City 

Council is not involved in the scoring process and that HdL is conducting the rescoring on the City’s 

behalf. I also reiterated the need for written communications to avoid miscommunication and 

misunderstandings and because the scoring is the subject of pending litigation. I further advised that 

it had been the City’s policy to communicate in writing with prior applicants although it appeared 

that some City staff did not comply. Ms. Wilkinson Sinton responded in writing later that same 

afternoon. The email exchange dated August 30, 2023 is attached hereto as Exhibit F.  

8. Because there are no other storefront retailer commercial cannabis business 

applications pending in the City, CVA was the highest initially scored applicant. Accordingly, the 

City scheduled an interview for CVA , to further assess each scored category. (Cannabis Regs § 501 

(N)(1).)   

9. On September 6, 2023, I emailed Ms. Wilkinson Sinton a letter advising CVA that 

preliminary scoring was complete, and an interview was scheduled at City Hall for September 18, 

2023 at 1:00 p.m. In the letter I explained where to meet to check in for the interview, the topic of 

the interview, that five people could attend for CVA, and that written materials could be provided at 

the interview but that they would not be part of the scoring process. A true and correct copy of my 
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September 6, 2023 email, and the enclosed September 6, 2023 letter, are attached hereto as 

Exhibit G. The letter was also sent to CVA via certified mail.  

10. On September 11, 2023, I received a response from Ms. Wilkinson Sinton to my 

September 6, 2023 email, asking for a Teams link so that some of the interview participants could 

attend remotely on CVA’s behalf, and requesting CVA’s score sheets.  

11. I responded on September 14, 2023, and forwarded all the previously published score 

sheets and rankings. I advised Ms. Wilkinson Sinton that all prior interviews were conducted in 

person as well as my understanding that score sheets were not provided to applicants before their 

interviews. 

12. Ms. Wilkinson Sinton emailed me back the same day, once again demanding score 

sheets and attendance by Teams for some of the interview participants. Ms. Wilkinson Sinton also 

informed me that Mr. Demian would attend the interview. In addition to forwarding the attachments 

I had sent, Ms. Wilkinson Sinton included an attachment she entitled “Pre Interview” scores. A true 

and correct copy of the email string for the September 11, 2023 through September 14, 2023 email 

exchange, with a copy of the three attachments I sent and the attachment Ms. Wilkinson Sinton sent, 

are attached hereto as Exhibit H.    

13. The following day, September 15, 2023, I responded to Ms. Wilkinson Sinton, 

advising her it was City staff’s recollection that applicants’ pre-interview scores were not posted 

before their interviews. However, to avoid unnecessary dispute, I attached CVA’s pre-interview 

scores for each category. I also explained that the City had scheduled an in-person interview to 

maintain fairness and consistency, but acknowledged Emergency Orders issued during the pandemic 

mandating the use of video technology for meetings and hearings resulted in the use of video 

meeting technology becoming commonplace. The City therefore agreed to allow some of the 

interview participants to attend remotely.  I also informed Ms. Wilkinson Sinton that due to Mr. 

Demian’s attendance at the interview, Counsel for HdL and the City would also be present.  

14. On Sunday, September 17, 2023, Ms. Wilkinson Sinton sent me an email informing 

me who would attend the interview on CVA’s behalf and inquiring who would attend for the City. A 

true and correct copy of the email string containing the September 15, 2023 through September 17, 
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2023 emails, and the attachment to my September 15, 2023 email, are attached hereto as Exhibit I.  

15. City Hall is closed on Sundays, and I did not have an opportunity to respond to Ms. 

Wilkinson Sinton’s email before the interview took place the following day.   

16. On September 18, 2023, I attended CVA’s interview, which transpired as described in 

the declaration of Matthew Eaton filed herewith.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

Executed on September 29, 2023 at Chula Vista, California. 

 
 

  
TIFFANY ALLEN 
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From: Natalie Flores
To: "laurawsinton@gmail.com"
Subject: Notice of Decision - Commercial Cannabis Business Applications
Date: Monday, August 7, 2023 8:54:07 AM
Attachments: image001.png

2023-08-07 CV Amalgamated Letter.pdf

Dear CV Amalgamated LLC,
Please refer to the attached correspondence regarding Notice of Decision – Commercial Cannabis
Business Applications.
Sincerely,

Natalie Flores
Executive Assistant
Office of the City Manager
City of Chula Vista 
276 Fourth Avenue, Chula Vista, CA 91910

Office: 619.691.5031 | Direct: 619.691.5070 
E-Mail: nflores@chulavistaca.gov
Website: www.chulavistaca.gov
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From: Laura Wilkinson Sinton
To: Tiffany Allen
Subject: Fwd: Communication Required - Rescoring of CV Amalgamated applications and District One permit
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 1:26:37 PM
Attachments: Letter 8.25.23 2806.002 Shamos (Letter re Claim).08.22.23.pdf
Importance: High

You don't often get email from laurawsinton@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

WARNING - This email originated from outside the City of Chula Vista. Do not click any
links and do not open attachments unless you can confirm the sender.
PLEASE REPORT SUSPICIOUS EMAILS BY USING THE PHISH ALERT REPORT
BUTTON or to reportphishing@chulavistaca.gov

I received a bounce back, and am resending delivery. Thank you.

From: Laura Wilkinson Sinton <laurawsinton@gmail.com>
Subject: Communication Required - Rescoring of CV Amalgamated applications and
District One permit
Date: August 29, 2023 at 4:26:01 PM PDT
To: tallen@chulavista.ca.gov
Cc: jmccann@chulavistaca.gov, agonzalez@chulavistaca.gov, Eric Crockett
<ecrockett@chulavistaca.gov>, cchavez@chulavistaca.gov, jpreciado@chulavistaca.gov,
ACardenas@chulavistaca.gov, "David S. Demian" <ddemian@ftblaw.com>,
mkachadoorian@chulavistaca.gov

Tiffany,

I have attempted to reach you last week on Monday the 21st, Wednesday the 23rd, Thursday
the 24th when your office shared that you were out of town; again Monday the 28th, and just
now- today at 3:30PM.

I am inquiring regarding the court order and the rescoring of CV Amalgamated cannabis
applications in Districts 1, 3, and 4. To wit, how will this process occur?
HDL is no longer the scoring entity, and their rubric was proprietary so I am trying to have a
discussion with you regarding the scoring and how it will be scored. I am disappointed that
you appear to be avoiding any communications with me and the city has only until October 2
to comply with the Appellate and Superior court orders.

When the process began, the former Deputy City Manager Kelley Bacon always returned my
phone calls, my emails, and those of every other applicant in the spirit of fairness and
transparency in the process - and she always did it within 24 hours. It would be unfair and
unjust at this point to treat me separately and differently than all other candidates in what is
required by your own laws to be a fair and equal process.

I - like every other applicant - deserve honest communications regarding this, and how the city
plans on complying in a fair and equal manner in accordance with your laws in how you
rescore the application. The second part of the court order, which is very clear in awarding me
as the sole qualifying applicant in District One to proceed to Phase 3, requires communication
on how I am to proceed with leases and permits. Regardless of rescoring the application in

����
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District One, I am the sole qualified applicant, and the court order is clear that Chula Vista is
ordered follow its laws regarding exhausting applicants within the district prior to awarding to
others who did not apply in that district.

It has been 14 months since the court decision. My attempts to contact the city and you have
so far been rejected, and your outside counsel appears to be spending tens of thousands of
your taxpayers' money in futile efforts to try to re-litigate or delay what the Appellate court
has firmly decided. Please call me back.

Please see my counsel’s reply to your counsel regarding her attempt to restrict
communications between us.
Every day delayed is another $21,019.15 in quantifiable claim of damages to my company.

It’s way past time for all involved to admit that it’s over. Let’s move forward.

Sincerely,

Laura Wilkinson Sinton
Caligrown™
619-363-1840

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION NOTICE. The information
contained in this e-mail message is legally privileged and confidential, and is intended solely
for the use of the addressee. Any unauthorized dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-
mail is expressly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail message in error, please notify
the sender immediately and delete this message and any attachments.
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From: Alena Shamos
To: David S. Demian
Subject: CV Amalgamated v. City of Chula Vista
Date: Friday, August 11, 2023 10:08:16 AM

Good morning, David –

I understand your client called yesterday afternoon and left a voicemail for Assistant City Manager,
Tiffany Allen, requesting a call back from her. Due to the pending litigation, please ask your client to
communicate with Ms. Allen in writing and copy counsel of record. I believe your client made a
similar request following receipt of Ms. Allen’s August 7, 2023 letter; although the request was
communicated to Ms. Allen after I had forwarded the letter to you. Ms. Allen will also copy you and
me on all further communications directed to your client.

Thanks again,

Alena

Alena Shamos
Senior Counsel
Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC
440 Stevens Avenue, Suite 200|  Solana Beach, CA 92075
Direct 858-682-3665  |   Main 213-542-5700  |  Fax 213-542-5710
ashamos@chwlaw.us  | www.chwlaw.us | Blog: www.californiapubliclawreport.com

This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or attorney work product for the sole use of the
intended recipient. Any review, reliance or distribution by others or forwarding without express permission is strictly
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies.
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From: Laura Wilkinson Sinton
To: Tiffany Allen
Cc: Megan McClurg; Alena Shamos; David S. Demian
Subject: Re: CV Amalgamated
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 3:55:53 PM
Attachments: socialimg.png

Dear Ms. Allen,

Thank you for the reply. 

The city council, while not involved in the actual scoring of the application, directs the
funding and actions required to accomplish this rescoring and directs litigation resulting from
or related to this act (until a new City Attorney is elected), and indeed, the council members
have attended several closed sessions where they are informed of the case and the city’s court-
ordered responsibilities to comply. The city council has preciously considered and may elect
to amend the cannabis ordinance to comply with these writs. I felt it necessary - and I’m sure
you agree - that the Mayor and City Council (unless recused) be informed of all non-
privileged discussions as they directly affect city governance, the city treasury, and the
taxpaying constituents. 

Additionally, I am inquiring about the procession of my District One application as the sole
qualified applicant per the writ. Despite rescoring, my application in District One is due to
advance to Phase Three. CV Amalgamated, LLC respectfully request city staff send official
correspondence reflecting that status so we can start the permitting process in District One.
Please advise.

We look forward to next steps and hearing from you.

Regards,

Laura Wilkinson Sinton
Caligrown™
619-363-1840

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION NOTICE. The information
contained in this e-mail message is legally privileged and confidential, and is intended solely
for the use of the addressee. Any unauthorized dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-
mail is expressly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail message in error, please notify
the sender immediately and delete this message and any attachments.

On Aug 30, 2023, at 2:41 PM, Tiffany Allen <TAllen@chulavistaca.gov> wrote:

Dear Ms. Wilkinson,
I understand you called yesterday and asked to speak with me about the rescoring of CV
Amalgamated application. I also received your email, which was also sent to all City
Councilmembers. The City Council is not and has never been involved in the cannabis application
scoring process. 
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In order to fulfill the directives of the writ of mandate, the City has retained HdL to conduct the
rescoring of CV Amalgamated’s applications on the City’s behalf. HdL has the requisite expertise, is
familiar with the process because it scored all prior applicants, and is aware of the directives of the
writ. More information regarding HdL is available at their website,

HdL Companies
hdlcompanies.com

.

Please note that during the pendency of the scoring process for other applicants, the City made an
effort to request that communications be in writing to avoid miscommunications and
misunderstandings. I recognize that the former Deputy City Manager did answer inquiries from
applicants regarding the status of their applications, and want to take this opportunity to assure you
that the rescoring of CV Amalgamated’s applications is underway. However, the importance of
avoiding miscommunication and misunderstandings remains a priority; especially because the
rescoring is the subject of pending litigation. We therefore maintain our request that all
communications with City staff be conducted in writing.

Thank you for understanding,
Tiffany Allen | Assistant City Manager
City of Chula Vista | City Manager's Office
276 Fourth Avenue | Chula Vista | CA | 91910
(t) 619.691.5179 | tallen@chulavistaca.gov

 <image001.gif>
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From: Tiffany Allen
To: "laurawsinton@gmail.com"
Cc: David S. Demian; Alena Shamos
Subject: CV Amalgamated Commercial Cannabis Business Applications
Date: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 6:49:38 PM
Attachments: 2023-09-06 CV Amalgamated Letter.pdf

Ms. Sinton,
Please see attached letter. A hard copy has also been mailed.

Thank you,
Tiffany Allen | Assistant City Manager
City of Chula Vista | City Manager's Office
276 Fourth Avenue | Chula Vista | CA | 91910
(t) 619.691.5179 | tallen@chulavistaca.gov
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From: Laura Wilkinson Sinton
To: Tiffany Allen
Cc: David S. Demian; Alena Shamos
Subject: Re: CV Amalgamated Commercial Cannabis Business Applications
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2023 11:50:38 AM
Attachments: CHULA Vista Scoring results cannabis pre- interview.pdf

HdL Application Review Scores.pdf
HdL Interview Scores.pdf
HdL Combined Application & Interview Scores.pdf

Ms. Allen,

Once again, please forward our written score as rescored by HdL and referenced by you as
already completed in your email. 

The "basis for my statement” on receiving written scores ahead of interviews is Chula Vista’s
own website records. The scores were published on the city’s website well ahead of interviews
for all applicants interviewed. CV Amalgamated's previously improperly scored “scoring
sheets” are a separate issue and are actually part of the court record. The attachment you sent
has every applicants score on it except for our rescoring as ordered by the court. It was
obviously the basis for your interview decision. I am attaching another more detailed sheet
that was also on your website with more detail.

Again, where is CV Amalgamated’s written score? Where does it fall on this scoring sheet you
just sent me?

David Demian, esquire will be in attendance at the interview as our counsel.

While I realize that TEAMS was not used prior to the pandemic, it was used in Administrative
Hearings and other procedures by the city and continues to be to this day even in court
proceedings. Two business days notice- where we are now- that TEAMS is unavailable
provides insufficient notice for air travel scheduling for a few of the team members in Oregon
and Oakland, and appears meant to handicap our interview process. I will consult with counsel
on rescheduling options.

More importantly, the adversarial tone of these communications regarding interview
arrangements is unnecessary. 

CV Amalgamated will be investing in your city, creating jobs, and is recognized by your
counsel and the court as the sole qualified applicant in District One. 

We await your reply.
Sincerely,

Laura Wilkinson Sinton
Caligrown™
619-363-1840

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION NOTICE. The
information contained in this e-mail message is legally privileged and confidential, and is
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intended solely for the use of the addressee. Any unauthorized dissemination, distribution or
copying of this e-mail is expressly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail message in
error, please notify the sender immediately and delete this message and any attachments.

On Sep 14, 2023, at 10:59 AM, Tiffany Allen <TAllen@chulavistaca.gov> wrote:

Ms. Wilkinson,
All interviews of prior applicants were conducted in person, not remotely. In order to maintain
consistency and fairness, we will be conducting your interview in person as well. Accordingly, no
Teams link is available.

Once again, please let us know if you intend to have your attorney present at the interview, so the
City can make such arrangements as well.

Please also let us know the basis for your statement that prior applicants had their score sheets at
their in person interviews. It has not been the City’s policy to provide that information prior to, or
during, these interviews.

Documents reflecting the most recent ranking and scoring of other applications are attached.
Although this is more information than was provided to prior applicants in advance of their
interviews, it is now generally available to the public
at: https://www.chulavistaca.gov/departments/development-services/permit-information/city-
permits/commercial-cannabis.  

As noted in my prior correspondence, there are no other applications being processed at this time.
CV Amalgamated’s applications are being rescored pursuant to Court Order.

Thank you,
Tiffany Allen | Assistant City Manager
City of Chula Vista | City Manager's Office
276 Fourth Avenue | Chula Vista | CA | 91910
(t) 619.691.5179 | tallen@chulavistaca.gov

From: Laura Wilkinson Sinton <laurawsinton@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 4:47 PM
To: Tiffany Allen <TAllen@chulavistaca.gov>
Cc: David S. Demian <ddemian@ftblaw.com>; Alena Shamos <ashamos@chwlaw.us>
Subject: Re: CV Amalgamated Commercial Cannabis Business Applications

WARNING - This email originated from outside the City of Chula Vista. Do not click any links and
do not open attachments unless you can confirm the sender.

����

Case 3:24-cv-01348-RSH-DDL     Document 26-3     Filed 04/16/25     PageID.531     Page
47 of 87



PLEASE REPORT SUSPICIOUS EMAILS BY USING THE PHISH ALERT REPORT BUTTON or
to reportphishing@chulavistaca.gov

Ms. Allen,

We are in receipt of your letter. We will have two persons who will be participating remotely. Do you
still have TEAMS for including them?

Please forward the score sheets from your referenced rescoring and the current reranking as all
applicants prior to interviewing has their scores to reference during the interview.

Thank you. 

Laura Wilkinson Sinton
Caligrown™
619-363-1840

On Sep 6, 2023, at 6:49 PM, Tiffany Allen <TAllen@chulavistaca.gov> wrote:

Ms. Sinton,
Please see attached letter. A hard copy has also been mailed.

Thank you,
Tiffany Allen | Assistant City Manager
City of Chula Vista | City Manager's Office
276 Fourth Avenue | Chula Vista | CA | 91910
(t) 619.691.5179 | tallen@chulavistaca.gov
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From: Laura Wilkinson Sinton
To: Tiffany Allen
Cc: David S. Demian; Alena Shamos; Chuck Wilkinson; Jeremy Kwit; Debby Goldsberry; Michael Harvey
Subject: Re: CV Amalgamated Interview 1pm Monday 9.18.2023
Date: Sunday, September 17, 2023 11:47:27 AM
Attachments: Application Scores by Category - CV Amalgamated LLC - Amended August 2023.pdf
Importance: High

Ms. Allen,

The following three persons will attend in person:

Chuck Wilkinson
Micheal Harvey
Laura Wilkinson Sinton

The following two persons will participate via Teams:

Jeremy Kwit (Bend, OR)
Debby Goldsberry (Oakland, CA)

Counsel for CV Amalgamated, David Damien, esquire, will also be in attendance.

We will also supply, as referenced in your original letter, three copies of the leave behind
piece for the consultants to review.

Can you please supply the names of the individuals from HDL and the names of all counsel?

Thank you.

Laura Wilkinson Sinton
Caligrown™
619-363-1840

On Sep 15, 2023, at 8:44 AM, Tiffany Allen <TAllen@chulavistaca.gov> wrote:

Ms. Wilkinson, 
My communications to you were not intended to come across as adversarial. Rather, the City has
tried to respond to each of your inquiries.

It was staff’s recollection that applicants’ pre-interview scores were not posted before their
interviews.  However, to avoid an unnecessary dispute on the issue, we are attaching CV
Amalgamated’ s pre-interview scores for each category.

The City scheduled an in-person interview for CV Amalgamated to maintain fairness and consistency
in the interview process.  However, the City acknowledges that prior interviews were conducted
before the COVID-19 pandemic. Emergency Orders issued by the State of California and safety
considerations during the pandemic mandated the use of video technology for meetings and
hearings, such as administrative appeals. And while the Emergency Order is now lifted, the
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continued use of video meeting technology has remained commonplace. The City will therefore
allow some of the interview participants to attend remotely. As you know, CV Amalgamated is
limited to a total of five individuals present during the interview.  Please let us know how many will
attend in person and how many will attend remotely so we can confirm the size of the conference
room. MS Teams meeting information is provided below.

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting
Meeting ID: 291 259 686 600 
Passcode: 2rE6vG 
Download Teams | Join on the web
Or call in (audio only)
+1 707-583-1754,,546330248#   United States, Santa Rosa
Phone Conference ID: 546 330 248#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

For those attending the interview in person, the address I provided in my September 6, 2023 letter
remains unchanged: Building A of Chula Vista City Hall, at 276 4th Avenue, Chula Vista, 91910. On
September 18, 2023, please check in with Administration in Building A before the 1:00 p.m. start
time.
In light of Mr. Demian’s attendance, the attorneys for the City and HdL will also attend. However, to
maintain uniformity in the interview process, we do not anticipate that attorneys for any party will
ask or answer interview questions. Therefore, consistent with my September 6 letter, the interview
panel will consist of two staff from HDL and myself as the City staff member.
Thank you,
Tiffany Allen | Assistant City Manager
City of Chula Vista | City Manager's Office
276 Fourth Avenue | Chula Vista | CA | 91910
(t) 619.691.5179 | tallen@chulavistaca.gov

From: Laura Wilkinson Sinton <laurawsinton@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2023 11:50 AM
To: Tiffany Allen <TAllen@chulavistaca.gov>
Cc: David S. Demian <ddemian@ftblaw.com>; Alena Shamos <ashamos@chwlaw.us>
Subject: Re: CV Amalgamated Commercial Cannabis Business Applications

WARNING - This email originated from outside the City of Chula Vista. Do not click any links and
do not open attachments unless you can confirm the sender.
PLEASE REPORT SUSPICIOUS EMAILS BY USING THE PHISH ALERT REPORT BUTTON or
to reportphishing@chulavistaca.gov
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Id Business Name District License Type
Experience / 

Qualifications
Liquid 
Assets

Business 
Plan

Operating 
Plan

Points 
Awarded

57036 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 1 Retail 130 42 105 123 400
57019 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 3 Retail 130 42 105 123 400
57035 CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 4 Retail 130 42 105 123 400

CITY OF CHULA VISTA
Commercial Cannabis Retail Application Scores by Categories

Amended CV Amalgamated LLC - August 2023
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Exhibit L 
CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown’s 

Government Claim dated October 13, 2023 
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City of Chula Vista 
Office of the City Clerk 
October 13, 2023 
Page 2 of2 

pursued an appeal, this time in Superior Court for the County of San Diego, case number 3 7-2020-00033446 
("Action"). Ultimately the Court of Appeal in the Action ruled in favor of CV A, and on August 2, 2023, the 
Superior Court ordered the City to follow its own laws and process CV A's applications. 

The numerous filings in the Action, including with the Court of Appeal, document many of the facts 
and circumstances giving rise to this claim, and for the sake of brevity will not be regurgitated here. These 
filing are all incorporated by reference into this notice of claim. If the City has any difficulty accessing these 
filings, or grasping the many negligent, arbitrary and capricious, and illegal actions of the City and its agents of 
the past five years, we are happy to assist and provide additional copies of relevant documents. 

The City has acted in a grossly negligent and arbitrary and capricious manner in connection with 
CV A's applications. Most recently, the City on September 29, 2023, rejected CV A's applications for licenses 
in Districts 1, 3 and 4, claiming that no licenses were available to be issued. The City contends that although 
CV A is the highest ranking applicant in District I and the second ranked applicant in District 3, no license may 
be issued to CV A, because licenses have already been issued in those Districts and no licenses are available. If 
in fact the City has issued licenses in Districts I and 3 such issuances are themselves, necessarily, illegal, void, 
and the result of grossly negligent and arbitrary and capricious conduct by the City. The City is not permitted 
to act outside the provenance of its own laws. Those laws provide that licenses may only be issued in order of 
the ranking. Any issuance outside that order - as the City claims it has done - is necessarily void at its 
inception as such conduct is beyond the power of the City. CVA will seek relief in Court if available to protect 
the City and its taxpayers from this latest lawless act by the City. 

The conduct of the City has caused CVA immense damages. The City is on notice that CVA will 
pursue all rights at law and in equity to recover these damages from the City. Specifically, CVA has 
indisputably been damaged at minimum by losing the opportunity to operate in Districts 1 and 3from April I, 
2021, through the present date. Based on the actual Chula Vista City Cannabis Tax revenues publicly reported 
by the City's Finance Department for the first quarter of 2022 we calculate CVA had an expected annual 
revenue per store of $7,671,988.40. Applied to Districts 1 and 3, CVA has suffered damages ofno less than 
$38,871,455.92 through October 12, 2023. These damages increase at the daily rate of $42,622.16 per day. 

CVA reserves the right to pursue all damages it has suffered from the City's conduct. This notice of 
claim will in no way limit the rights CV A in the Action. Thank you for your prompt response no later than 45 
days from the date of this claim as required by the cited statute. 

DSD:amq/3MH1423 

cc: CV Amalgamated LLC dba Caligrown 

Very truly yours, 

David S. Demian, 
Partner 

Attn: Ms. Laura Wilkinson Sinton, Managing Member/CEO (via email only) 

Finch, Thornton & Baird, LLP 4747 Executive Drive, Suite 700 San Diego, CA 92121 T 858.737.3100 F 858.737.3101 ftblaw.com 
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